WATER RIGHTS PERMITTING FOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE
ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS

AUGUST 15, 2017 BOARD MEETING
AGENDA ITEM #5

PRESENTED BY TROUT UNLIMITED AND
DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS STAFF



FEBRUARY 2017 PRESENTATIONS

» Focused on recent, collaborative water supply and
habitat restoration efforts in the Central Valley and
the Mattole River watershed

» Included discussion on water rights permitting
= What's working
= Concerns
= Suggestions for improvement



- WHAT’S WORKING ---

» Prioritization of projects that benefit fish
and wildlife by:

» Dedicating flows for instream use

= Shifting from dry season to wet season
diversion

* Removing onstream reservoirs and other
parriersttesfish passage



- WHAT’S WORKING ---

» Policy provisions that allow for expedited
processing of fish and wildlife
enhancement projects

» Example: Section 3.3.2.5 of North Coast
Instream Flow Policy used to expedite
water right approvals for Dutch Bill Creek

Water Conservation and Storage Project in
2015




--- What's Working ---

» Diligence of Division of Water Rights
staff

» Eight additional permitting and petition
staff positions added between 2015 and
2017



--- CONCERNS ---

» Multi-year permitting timelines often
don’t align well with environmental
needs and grant funding timelines

» Uncertainty associated with permitting
and petition processes, timelines, and
COsSts



- SUGGESTIONS ---

» Use agency support to help projects identify
as fish friendly

» Develop templates and guidance documents

» Exercise regulatory discretion whenever
possible

» Avoid unnecessary detail and analyses

» Scale up hydrologic and environmental
analyses:wherever possible



PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS

Enhanced website content for applicants
and petitioners
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ONGOING EFFORTS

» North Coast Instream Flow Policy
section 3.3.2.5 documentation

» Water availablility screening tool

» Posting example documentation and
guidance on website

> Other program improvements



WCB - Stream Flow
Enhancement Program

> Wildlife Conservation Board

= Land + water acquisitions \( /CB
= Restoration focused Gkt Celiforats
Wildlife Conservation Board

» $200 million from Proposition 1 to fund SFEP

» Funding projects that meaningfully enhance flow



Fish Friendly Dedicated Staff

» Dedicated position at Division of Water Rights
» Wide range of job duties

» Smaller project load than other permitting and
licensing staff

» Reduced project load facilitates
expediting projects
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Gallo Glass Project:
Russian River Valley

» Filing focused on authorizing voluntary
releases for fish and wildlife enhancement

» SFEP funded construction of the permanent
Instream flow release works and associated
environmental monitoring

» Steelhead and coho present in Porter Creek



Continued Work

» Next application submission window July 3 —
August 31

» Example eligible project types

» Continued collaboration with WCB

» For general questions contact
WCBStreamflow@Wildlife.ca.gov
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mailto:WCBStreamflow@Wildlife.ca.gov

Water Rights Permitting for Fisheries
Enhancement Projects in Coastal Watersheds

Presentation to the State Water Resources Control Board
Mary Ann King and Matt Clifford, Trout Unlimited
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Total Watershed Area = 38.00 miles? Green Valley Creek Watershed

25 Y Informational Order Responses
Critical Watershed Area = 10.20 miles® Total Parcelsin w,,mw:';m

Total Parcels in Watershed = 5,676 -
Total Parcels in Critical Area =810 asumiied

Total Groundwater Wells Reported in Watershed = 3,174 W Startod butNot

Subnitted

Total Surface Diversions Reported in Watershed = 169 R

Total Diversions from Springs Reported in Watershed = 69
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Number of Reports by Beneficial Use:
Green Valley Creek Watershed

Reported Water Source:

Green Valley Creek Watershed
Total Reporting Parcels= 5,134
No Water
served by 6
Water Supplier
24.0%

Multiple
Sources
7.0%

Contract.
0.4% syrface Sources Esni. HERE, DeLorme, USGS. Intermap, increment B Gorp,, NRCAN. Esn Japan, METI, Es|

11% Based on response data as of 1/11/2016. China (Hong Kang), Esr (Thailand), TomTom, Mapmylndia,  OpenStreetMap contrbutors, and the GIS
N User Community




